
New Westminster Secondary School

2023 – 2024 
Grade 9 Parent Information Evening

Maureen McRae-Stanger: Director of Instruction
Murray McLeod: Principal

Pamela Craven: District Principal
Miriam Schellenberg: Vice-Principal

Susana Quan, Senior Vice-Principal
Greg Patton: Vice-Principal

Counsellors: 
Erin Kenny, Marika Melvin, Matthew Mitchell, 

Nancy Milne, Sarekha Jagpal, Shirley Schweers, Jennifer Towers 



Acknowledgement
The New Westminster School District recognizes and acknowledges the Qayqayt 

First Nations, as well as all Coast Salish peoples, on whose traditional and unceded 
territories we live, we learn, we play and we do our work.
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An overview of the NWSS Course Planning process will 
be the focus for tonight’s presentation.  

If you have any questions, please email your child’s 
counsellor.  

We may have a few minutes at the end of tonight’s 
presentation to answer a few questions as well.

This PowerPoint Presentation will be uploaded to our 
school website.
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NWSS Bell Schedule

Z BLOCK MORNING

WELCOME BELL 8:25 AM

BLOCK A 8:34 – 9:55 AM

ANNOUNCEMENTS 9:55 – 9:59 AM

BLOCK B 10:07 – 11:27 AM 

LUNCH 11:27 – 12:17 PM 

WELCOME BELL 12:06 PM

BLOCK C 12:17 – 1:37 PM

BLOCK D 1:45  – 3:05 PM 

Z BLOCK AFTER SCHOOL





Course Planning & Selection
2023 – 2024

will begin in Mid-February



Instructional Delivery Methods at NWSS

IN-CLASS LEARNING

FACE TO FACE CLASSROOM LEARNING IS INSTRUCTIONAL SESSIONS THAT ENABLE A 

STUDENT TO LEARN THROUGH VARIED INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS, UNDER THE DIRECT 

GUIDANCE OF A TEACHER IN A BRICK-AND-MORTAR BUILDING (NWSS).

BLENDED LEARNING

BLENDED LEARNING COMBINES CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION WITH 

ONLINE LEARNING. PORTIONS OF THE LEARNING OCCUR FACE TO FACE IN THE BRICK-AND-

MORTAR BUILDING (NWSS), WHILE OTHER SECTIONS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH 

TECHNOLOGY AND/OR ONLINE. STUDENTS CAN IN PART, CONTROL THE TIME, PACE, AND 

PLACE OF THEIR LEARNING FOR THE TECHNOLOGY/ONLINE PORTIONS.
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Our Course 
Description 

Booklet is on 
our school 

website:
www.nwss.ca
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Course #1: 
English Language Arts 9



Course #2: Social 
Studies 9 
(English/French Immersion)



Course #3: 
Mathematics 9



Course #4: Science 9
(English/French Immersion)



Course #5: Physical & 
Health Education 9
(English/French Immersion)



Course #6: 
Arts 

Education 9
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Course #7: 
ADST 9
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Course #8: 
Elective
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Indigenous Focused 
Graduation 

Requirement
New Westminster Secondary School



As part of the Province of BC's 
commitments to truth, 
reconciliation, and anti-racism, the 
Ministry will be implementing an 
Indigenous-focused grad 
requirement for students 
graduating on or after 2023/24.



Letter from Minster 
of Education on 
Indigenous-focused 
Graduation 
Requirement



The proposed model for the new 
requirement would allow secondary school 
students to meet this 
graduation requirement through a variety of 
existing and new course options.



The proposed change to the graduation 
program would require students to complete 
4 credits of Indigenous-focused coursework 
in order to graduate.



Here are some of the 
courses you can choose 
to take to fulfill the 
graduation requirement:



CrsNo Course Name Department

MBCFP12 BC FIRST PEOPLES 12 Social Studies

MENFP12 ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES 12 English

MELSL11 EFP LITERARY STUDIES AND SPOKEN LANGUAGE 11 English

MELNM11 EFP LITERARY STUDIES AND NEW MEDIA 11 English

MEFLS11 EFP LITERARY STUDIES AND WRITING 11 English

MEFNM10 EFP NEW MEDIA 10 & EFP LITERARY STUDIES 10 English

MEFSL10 EFP SPOKEN LANGUAGE 10 & EFP LITERARY STUDIES 10 English

MEFWR10 EFP WRITING 10 & EFP LITERARY STUDIES 10 English

MEFLS10 EFP ENGLISH HONOURS 10 English



Student’s Responsibility for Course Selection

Read the Course Description Booklet - which will be available on 
the school website

Choose your courses wisely
Consider your career and post-secondary plans

Have your course selection form signed by a parent/guardian, take 
a photo of it and enter your selections into MyEd BC

Your online course selections should match your paper course 
selections

Bring your form back to school and hand it in at the Counselling 
Office  (room 1102)



February 2023 Course Selection Online

Step 1: Read the Course Description Booklet available at www.nwss.ca

Step 2: Students attend Course Planning Information Session with their counsellor in Mid 
February.  Exact dates and times for these sessions will be published at a later date.

Step 3: Students submit their “Course Request Paper Form” before March 10th .  Submit this to 
the Counselling Office.

Step 4: Students digitally input their course requests into MyEducation BC before March 10th .  
Step by step instructions will be provided.

Step 5: Once due date has passed, students will not be able to input their course requests into 
MyEducation BC.  Therefore, it is extremely important that students be proactive and do this 
before Spring Break

http://www.nwss.ca/




February 2023 Course Selection Online

Please note: You must complete this step to submit your 
course request

SUCCESS!!



If students have questions…

Speak to their subject teachers for more information and/or 
recommendations

Speak to their Counsellor

Speak to parents



Graduation Dogwood Diploma
Students need:    80 CREDITS    +   3 Graduation Assessments Written 

(4 if student is in French Immersion)

Students require a minimum of 80 credits (52 + 28) to graduate.  Students begin earning credits 
in Grade 10 →Courses are worth 4 credits each

Of these 80 credits for graduation: 
52 are required course credits (13 courses), which includes the 4 credits of Indigenous-
focused graduation requirement and
28 are elective course credits (7 courses or more) 
For French Immersion Students, there are 64 required credits to allow for the French 
language courses and 16 elective credits (total 80 credits)

For all students (English and French programs), at least 16 credits (4 courses) must be at the 
Grade 12 level, including a required English Language Arts 12 and Career Life Connections 12

In addition to 80 credits, students must write Provincial Graduation Assessments: Literacy 10, 
Numeracy 10, Literacy 12; French Imm. students write an additional assessment: Littératie 12



Graduation Dogwood Diploma
52 required course credits (13 courses):
1) Language Arts 10
2) Language Arts 11 
3) Language Arts 12
4) Social Studies 10
5) A Social Studies 11 or 12                    
6) Science 10
7) A Science 11 or 12
8) A Mathematics 10 
9) A Mathematics 11 or 12
10)Physical and Health Education 10
11) A Fine Arts or Applied Design, Skills and Tech. 10, 11 or 12
12) Career Life Education 10 
13) Career Life Connections 12

French Immersion Program:  64 required course credits (16 courses):
These include courses from the above subject areas and Français Langue Seconde 10, 11 and 12



French Immersion/Dual Dogwood

• French Immersion students can earn both a BC Certificate of 
Graduation (Dogwood Diploma) and a Diplôme de fin 
d’études secondaires en Colombie-Britannique

• FI students have 12 more required credits (for their French 
courses) for a total of 64 required credits and so require 16 
elective credits (4 courses), for the same total of 80 required 
credits

• FI students write one additional graduation assessment for 
French, “Littératie 12”



For More Information…

The B.C. Certificate of Graduation or Dogwood Diploma:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/graduation

The Dual Dogwood for French Immersion Students:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/ways-to-learn/french-
programs/requirements___double_dogwood_french_immersion.pdf

Provincial Graduation Assessments:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-
12/support/curriculum-and-assessment/assessments/graduation
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Personal Success
JOIN AN EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUB.  

WE HAVE SO MANY CLUBS AT NWSS!  

JOIN ATHLETICS

JOIN PERFORMING ARTS

JOIN STUDENT LEADERSHIP

BE INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

VISIT:

HTTPS://NWSS.CA/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2019/10/2019-20-CO-CURRICULAR-
ACTIVITIES-OCTOBER11.PDF
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https://nwss.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2019-20-Co-Curricular-Activities-October11.pdf

